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Today’s Topics
Introductions
Environmental Commitments and SCRs
CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
Improvement Rule
Communication and Check-in points
Stormwater Lump Sum Projects
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Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs
Specification Writers’ Guide
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/specs



Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs
Translation of commitments to SCRs
Convey Instructions
Clarify Responsibility
Passive Voice -> Active Voice
Not verbatim
Clear and concise commitment – Easy 
translation to SCR.
Unclear? - Contact EPS and partner to clarify 
intent of mitigation measures



Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs Example

Commitment:
Construction limits will be mapped and may 
be flagged or fenced to protect sensitive 
areas.



Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs Example

Commitment:
Where appropriate and available, "environmentally 
friendly" grease, hydraulic oil, and bar and chain oil 
will be used. These lubricants are vegetable or 
mineral oil based, less toxic, and biodegradable.

See also:
Whenever feasible, contractor will…
As a general practice, construction and maintenance 
work will…



Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs Example

Commitment:
Nightwork is not allowed within 1 mile of residences.
In order to avoid impacts to threatened and 
endangered species, nightwork is not allowed within 
Canada lynx habitat.

SCR:
Nighttime work is only allowed from station 3065+00 
to 3615+00.



Environmental Commitments 
and SCRs Example

Commitment:
No construction activities are allowed during Sharp-tailed Grouse lek 
season (March 1 through April 15). Colorado road segments CR 105, 
CR 128, CR 111, and CR 134 are mapped in Sharp-tailed Grouse 
production areas.

SCR:

N/A – Construction start date May 1. PE Memo.



Communication and Check-in 
Points
Communicate design changes back to EPS
 Important milestones
Especially changes after 70%
NEPA Re-Eval
Additional Consultation
Permit Mods



EPA 401 Water Quality 
Certification Rule Updates
New process for obtaining Individual 401 
Water Quality Certifications
Title 40 Chapter 1:D - § 121 -STATE 
CERTIFICATION OF ACTIVITIES REQUIRING 
A FEDERAL LICENSE OR PERMIT



EPA 401 Water Quality 
Certification Rule Updates
Does not apply to certified NWPs
Applies to most CA projects



Stormwater Lump Sum Projects 

 Lump sum – All project moving forward
 CFL  Stormwater team:  Multidisciplinary 

team that  drafts/revises SCR language, 
Lump pay items, deliverables from CFL and 
AEs



CFL Stormwater Manual

https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/construction/cfl-stormwater-guide 


