
Designer Notes for Maryland’s Erosion & Sediment Control Narrative 

Do not lay out “perimeter control” silt fence along property lines; all sediment 
laden runoff will concentrate and overwhelm the system. 

The distance of sheet flow to the silt fence should not exceed 100 feet. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Silt Fence Design Examples 

  Placement on One Slope      Placement on Two Slopes  

 

Placement for Perimeter Control 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Slope to Flow Length

Land Slope Maximum Sheet Flow Distance to Fence

3% ‐ 5% 100‐ft.

5% ‐ 10% 75‐ft.

10% ‐ 20% 50‐ft.

20% ‐ 50% 25‐ft.


