U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

Subject:  ACTION: Title VI Complaint Against the Date:  NOV 0 2010

From

To:

Florida Department of Transportation

: érend%‘mstead ? In Reply Refer To: HCR-40

Director, Investigations and Adjudications

Mr. Calvin Gibson

Director, Office of Civil Rights (ROA-10)

Federal Railroad Administration

The attached complaint is being forwarded to your office for appropriate action. The issue
raised in the complaint involves the Florida Department of Transportation’s failure fo provide
notice of public hearings and failure to compensate for property regarding the Tri-County
Commuter Rail Service project. The FHWA Office of Civil Rights received the complaint on
October 21, 2010. The complainant has been advised of this referral to your office (copy
attached). If you have any questions about this submission, you may contact me at
202-366-1583.

2 Attachments

cc: Mr. Martin C. Knopp, Division Administrator, FHWA, HDA-FL
M. Carey Shepherd, Equal Opportunity Specialist, FHWA, HDA-FL
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Florida Department of Transportation

CHARLIE CRIST 405 Suwannee Street STEPHANIE C. KOPELOUSOS
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

Qctober 21, 2010

Brenda F. Armstead, Director
Investigations and Adjudications
Federal Highway Administration
Office of Civil Rights

HCR-40, Room E81-328

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE:  £00-2011-01 [N

Dear Ms. Armstead:

A complaint of discrimination has been filed by _on behalf of

his against the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT). The complaint of discrimination alleges FDOT did not provide notice of public
hearings to affected property owners along the proposed Tri-Rail route. He further
alleges that his was not properly compensated for her property.

alleges a violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was committed based on his
BB race. sex, color, age and income status. He also alfleges retaliation.

The enclosed compilaint is against FDOT; therefore it is being forwarded to your office
for processing and investigation. Feel free to contact me if you need additional
information.

W) ttos

Sincerely,
Arthur E. Wright, Manager
Equal Opportunity Office

AEW/crt

www. dot. state. fl.us @ recvaco Parer
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State of Florida Depariment of Transportation 275-510-40
Title VI/ Nondiscritination Program EQUA OPFORTUNITY OFFICE

mplaint of Discrimination 02-07
Complainant(s) Name: Complainant({s} Address:
Complainant(s} Phone Numer:-

Complainant's Representative's Name, Address, Phone Number and Relationship (2.

. friend, attorney, parent, etc):
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i *dew/tm twr§ on Chd of? C o e (v e d) ‘C

nors fo ARRLld propat Ouines, qud e K007 Leoa) &

Glis o eSS g bt G/, i DS Gl s #744u

Names ormg lnd:nduar(s) ihlh‘om chu Aflege l[)’/lslcnrr:vinatadﬁzainst You (i Known% AU, 1@3{ M d)?C Uw‘“#‘iﬁiﬁ“
shall Iéqn_}.ﬁﬁ\,) Hng Clmin o Qu&*’b‘%e‘&: Whg Wi Yooed, 19

s WREce” B3Colg 13 Naticnal Origin Pate of Alleged Discrimination: S
glsc?:;m%ﬁ:n .z’ﬁj EMg/u‘ B HandeasOisabity | (2 guy e of 7% Ce / ? LS
© ¢ Ws Slaws EMRelaliation O Other

Please list the name(s) and ghone number{s) of any persen, lf known, that the Fiorida Department of Transportanon could eontact for
dditional infermation 1o)suppan or clanfy your Ilegat:cn(s) 4m/ D LLWW’OLT o/ l‘ M Qﬂc}""ﬁ)
ngovz/%( s¥fiCe S peak

oK, (s ] Ga4s Py .
Crednrn L Bran zi\/ﬁ‘ bwé ol /wQ/ H)%Lﬁ; &, pepis 05/
;’Please expiain as clearly as péssible how, why, when and where you believe you were discriminated against” Include as much
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October 21, 2010.

Federal Railroad Administration

Mr. Joseph Szabo

Administrator

c/o Mr. Jerome Meiistuil

1200 New Jersey Avenue, South East,

Washington DC 20590

Re: Title VI violations, Confiscation without Compensation.
Case theme: “Flag on the Play”

Dear, Mr, Melistull:

Enclosed please find the copies of official correspondence from the Florida Department of
Transportation, the City of West Palm Beach, Florida, letter to Mr. John Kern Esq., and the

response to comments received during the public review period.

The public hearing were only concerning the “core” project” from Miami, Florida to Boca Raton,
Florida. No public hearing was ever had concerning affected property owners in Palm Beach
County, Florida. My mother’s property is in West Palm Beach, Florida, a subdivision of Palm
Beach County, Florida. In addition, enclosed please find newspaper articles concerning this Tti-
Rail project that discussing title problems and the proposed “bullet train™.

Lastly, the senate oversight committee ranking member Senator Nelson is aware of our concerns.
Would your office please help us bring this issue to successful resolution of full compensation.

The staff at the United States DOT and the Florida DOT are very intelligent and competent, and
I’m sure that you all want let the inappropriate actions of a few damage the good name of the

department. Please help us.

cc. Secretary Kopelousos, Mr. Michael K. Bowen, Office of the Governor Inspector General,
Chief Financial Officer, Federal Railroad Administration Director of Civil Rights, Mrs, Charlotte
Thomas, Mrs. Veronica H. James Civil Rights Land section US attorney’s office
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January 7, 2009

To: Federal Railroad Administration
Office of General Counsel

Attention: Mr. John Kem Esq.

1200 New Jersey Avenue, South East,
Washington D.C. 20590

Re: South Florida Regional Transit Authority (formerly Tri County Rail Organization
Material Misstatement in 505 Loan Application, and Confiscation without Compensation.

Dear, Mr. Kern:

Enclosed please find docementation to substantiate Federal Railroad Administration funding of
a Commuter Rail program in Southeast Florida within Dade,Broward, and Palm Beach County.
The Governor of the State of Florida directed F-Dot to enter into agreement with said counties 1o

use
their Police Powers fo violate Federal Law, and using Federal funds to perpetrate unlawful

acts.
I’m sure you are aware that the State of Florida, the Federat Gevernment have Eminent

Domain powers to lawfully take my - property. This has yet to be done.
Tnstead the State of Florida and CSX Transportation and a myriad of other users are collecting

revenues derived from my mothers property. The property is located near mile post 969, in
West Palm Beach, Florida.

Please my [[SJJi§ desire is that the government pay for the property.
If the trespassers continne to violate federal law, then we ask that ALL FUNDING FROM THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BE SUSPENDED.

[ look forward to hear from you.

cc Congressman Hastings
Senator Nelson
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V. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC REVIEW PERTOD

Two public hearings were held to afford interested persons the
opportunity to express their views concerning the proposed Tri-County
Commuter Rail Service operating the Seaboard System Railroad (now known as
CSX Transportation, Inc.) between Boca Raton and Hialeah, Florida,

Public hearing notices were placed in three major newspapers: the
Miami Herald. the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, and the Palm Beach Post, on
May 5 and May 21, 1986. In addition, notification of the public hearings
was mailed to over 5,000 persons and businesses located within 300 feet of
the center~line of the railroad line. Also, a copy of the public hearing
notice was sent to 103 elected officials in the three-county area.

In order to afford maximum public participation these hearings were
held in the evening at 7:30 p:m. on June 4, and June 5, 1986 at two central
locations:  the Pompano Beach Recreation Center in Pompano Beach, and the
Knights of GColumbus Hall in Hollywood. Attendance at both of these
neetings totaled over 175 persons, with 37 persons presenting oral
statements, and over 20 persons responding in writing following the public
hearings.

Comments and issues raised by the public have been summarized and are
presented with their respective responses. The responses for items 3, 11,
13, and 17 were prepared by FDOT, while FDOT's consultant prepared the
remaining responses.

The comments, issues, and respective responses are as follows:

1, The project will produce adverse noise impacts. Noise harriers
should be considered.

A detailed noise analysis was conducted for the project. Results are
presented in Section III.D of the Envirommental Assessment.  Standard
acceptable methodologies were used in the assessment of potential impact
and degree of significance of impact. Based on the analysis in Section
II1.D, noise barriers are not considered appropriate for this project.

2. The project will adversely affect propexty values.

The existing CSX tracks have been present and used on a regular basis
for both freight and passenger trains for many years. The value of
adjacent property already reflects the proximity of the operating railroad.
An additional sixteen train trips per day is not expected to produce a
significant impact on property values.

3. What is the status of funding for the project?

The Florida Legislature included in its 1986 appropriations the
funding for the commuter rail capital improvements and operating costs.
Funds were approved for the system from West Palm Beach to the vicinity of

’ .
185-35 ! 124

L aEame— - =fat 4w




Oct 20 10 02:54p

p.5

TRI-CCONTY COMMIJTER RATL SYSTEM PROPOSAL

Beginning in late 1987 and contimuing for approximately 5 years, Interstate
-85 will be urder construction from Boca Ratem to the Golden Glades
interchange. This roadway serves as the major nor&nfsm.th transportat:.cn
corridor for the southeast Florida region. This region consists of Palm
Beach, Broward anyd Dade counties which in 1985 had a combined population of
3.6 mj.hcm. By 1890, the populatien is expected to increase to 4 millicn.
The caonstruction activities on the Interstate will consist of the addition
of high cocaupancy vehicle (EOV) lanes in the median. The reduction in the
capacity of the Interstate during this time peried is expected to be
approximately 30%. This translates to approvimately 63,000 vehicles per
day. In addition, parallel corridors to I-95 such as Florlda's Turnpike
will also be urder construction to increase their capacity. In order to
provide for the movement of people through this corrider c'iur_:ng the
construction time period, the Florida D._nartmant of Transportation has
proposed to cperate a commiter rail system parallel to the Interstate.

The proposed cammiter rall service would operate from the West Palm Beach
downbown area to the Miami Adrport for a distance of 65 miles and include a
transfer pcint to the Metrorail System in Dede County. Approximately 16
tmmsmllcmrateeachdaydurggtnemmuzgandaftemonpeakhmrsm
arder to provide service to the commiting milic. Commiter rail stations
are proposed for West Palm Beach downtown, Palm Beach International Airperk,
Iake Worth, Boymton Beach, Delray Psach, Foca Raton, Dearfield Beach,
Porpano Beach, Ft. hude:ﬁale, Hollywoed and Miami. FDOT projections of
ridership are approwimately 14,000 passengers per day. The cost of the
system is estimated to be approximately 60 miliion dollars. Furding for the
rroject has been cbtained from a  combinztion of Federal Railway
Administration Funds, Federal Highway Administration Funds, 0i1 overcharge .
Aocounts, Stats Funds, Farebox Revenues and the individusl member comties.

To provide direction and implementation of the commiter rail service, a
local organization was formed., This Tri~Cowrty Commurter Rail Organization
is camprised of 2 elected officials from each of the 3 counties., This
organization, aleng with the Department. of Transportation, will initially
coerate the coomrter rail service, Evenmally the TCRO will be solely
responsible for cperation of camuter rail sexvice in scutheast Florida.
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Memorandum City of West Palm Beach /-;
I
TO: City Manager
FROM: Director of Engineering

SUBJECT: Tri-County Commuter Transit Study DATE: May 30, 1986
Report Submittal

The ¥lorida DOT notification of public hearings concerning the
Tri-County Commuter Transit project will deal primarily with the
"core" service from Miami tco Boca Raton. Extension service wilil

be available to West Palm Beach terminating at the Amtrack Station
on the Seaboard System Railroad at Datura Street and Tamarind Aveaue.

The public hearing notice is designated from Hialeah Amtrack Station
in Miami to Yamato Road in Boca Raton. The extension service to
West Palm Beach will not be a significiant factor at this time.

Palm Beach County administration will probably be in attendance
since they lobbied for the extension. 1Initial extension service
parking is available ln the existing parking facility at the West
Palm Beach station.

|

I feel zttendance at these particular public hearings is not warranted.
To my knowledge, Lhe City has not attended any other meetings regarding
Lnlb sexvice, except maybs the previous Mayor, Carol Roberts. It
V recommendation that the City wait for further development of

S
the rvice, if any, from the public hearings.

ff’?

/ oy ‘
@M/ E .
3cnald W. Schupta,\u)E &
birec: r of Engineering ‘ TR

1]

I

[l S
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Memorandum City of West Palm Beach

1O: Ron Schutta, Director of Engineering

FROM: Paul Steinbrenner, City Manager

SUBJECT: Tri-County Commuter Transit Study DATE: May 22, 1986

This office has received a communication, copy attached,
relating to the Tri-County Commuter Transit Study public
hearing. Please review this ccmmunication, evaluate the
information contained therein, and submit a report, in-
cluding your recommendations, to myv office within 2 weeks.

K;;::::> .;ﬁ%:%o

Paul Steinbrenner
City Manager

d 2

PS/20

Attachment

RECEIVER

WMAY 2o 1936

DHRECTOR OF ENGINEERING

.....
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Florida

Department of Transportation

UCE GRaraL
GOVERNUR THOMAS E. ORAWDY L —
SECRETARY ‘_”I:- LR
"-"-‘-J‘;‘f i
780 S.M. 24th Street e TR A
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315-2696 T
Telephone: 305-522-4244 i o B RS
‘) FEC I "l
May 13, 1986 B
J“-.'. ! zi:_‘! ‘:-.-

MﬁM

. . The Honorable CoemmEdossofiesss- - o
Mayor of the City of West Palm Beach
200 Second Street
West Palm Beach, FL 33402

Re: Tri-County Commuter Transit Study
W.P.I. Number 4810008
State Project Number 99004-1823
Federal Aid Project Number FL-09-8010
BDade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties

P
D _M/‘
Dear Mayor st

We are enclosing, a copy of the publiic notice with map
attached for your information. This notice will be published
in & local newspaper in the very near future.

_If you desire further information concerning this
hearing, please contact cur office.

Sincerely,
s P/, P
Jamie A, Cochran, AICP

District Transportation
Mregrans Manager

JAC/st

Enclosures
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PALY BEATCH CTOQUNTY COMMISEION
and the
WEST P/MJ‘H BEACH CITY COMMISSION
2:00 P.M. Tuesday May 19 1887
First Flaor City Commission Chambers 200 2nd Street West Palm Beach Florida
A JOINT MEETING
PRESIDING: The Honorable Rick Rekenis, Mayar, City of West Paim Beach
I INVOCATION.
151/ INTRODUCTIONS :
) IV ":COMMEN‘TS BY THE »HAIR O AU
V. _f ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)
6 Clty/County Downtown Transportauon Tash Force
: . Projects, Status’ Report and DlSCU.SSxOII R U
. . (See Attachment). ‘
o 7 County Courthouse Facxhty Complex. Status Report
o . ‘and Discussiomn. .-
+ o - Downtown Corvention, Center, Status Report (From
on - City'and County) and Discussion. ...
o Downtown Developmen.n of Regional Impact (D RI ]
S 7 Disewssion” o s
S o L-VTri County Commuter-le Project” - ™\ -
- \""—“-» .o,_,w__.. AT S :.a ..*:;) o

VI OTHER BUSINESS e

VL. ADJOURNMENT:: I -

PALM BEACH CDUNTY @OM‘)]]SSiﬁN WEST PALM BEAGH CITY COMMISIION
CHAIR CAROL A. ROBERTS  (Dist. 1) MAYOR RICHARD V. REIKENIS (Dist. IV)
VICE CHAIR- VICE-MAYOR PAT PEPPER SCHWAB (Dist. V)
MAN KENNETH M. ADAMS  (Dist. V) PRESIDENT

KAREN T. MARCUS (Dist. B PRO TEM JAMES O. POOLE (Dist. I)
CARCL J. ELMQUIST  (Dist. IID) SAMUEL A. THOMAS  (Dist. IT)
DOROTHY H. WILKEN  {Dist, IV) HELEN WILKES {Dist, 11I)

i a person decides 10 agpeal any decis.on made by this {these) Commussion(s) wilii respect o any matier considared

at this mealing or hearing, hie will nead a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he may need o insure

that a verbaiim record of the proceedings is mads, which recosd includes ihke testimony and evidence ugon which the
appeal is to be based.”
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Board of County Commissioner i

Karen T, Marcus, Chair

Jerry L. Owens, Vice Chairman
Ken Spillias

Dorothy Wilken

Kenneth M. Adarns

County Administrator
Jan Winters

DATE: October 3, 1986 o

[

TO: The Honorable Karen Marcus and Honorable Members,
The Palm Beach County Commission. o

INFORMATION: Jan Wiaters, County Administrator

FROM: William E. Broughton II, Director
Intergovernmental Affairs

SUBJECT: An Intergovernmental Meeting Between the Palm Beach
County Commission and The West Palm Beach City
Commission.

As you are aware, the West Palm Beach City Commission kas requested a joint meeting
with you to discuss various issues that involve both the City of West Palm Beach and Palm
Beach County. Your calendars have all been checked, and 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October
21, 1986 has been reserved for this joint meeting. The meeting will be held in your sixth
Tloor Chambers.

Vest Palm Beach has requested that the following items be included in the mecting agenda:

e The Proposed “Bullet Train" Station Site in Palm Beach
~ County. '
3 The Noise Abatement Program at Palm Beach
International Airport.
® Jail Space (or a lack thereof) in Palm Beach County.
[ Progress by the City and the County on Road Construction to
Improve Downtown Traffic Circulation.

M. Jan Winters is tentatively scheduled to meet with West Palm Beach City Manager Mr.
Paul Steinbrenner on Wednesday morning, October 8, 1986 to, along with other subjects,
make the final arrangements for this joint meeting. If any member of the Board of County
Commissioners wishes to add eny items to the agenda, you are requested to do so by
contacting Ms. Anna Dumond in the County Administrators office, no later than 5:00 P.M.

on Tuesday, October 7. 1986.
Thank you.

e Paul Steinbrenner, West Palm Beach City Manager
County Commission Aides
Anna Dumond, Executive Secretary

. /
e Tl Bt - e

e
o

@2 g é/::c" Ay 72"8(5; U-"("Z{ ::-‘:‘;‘-:E"/"

"'An Equal Opportunity - Affirmative Action Employer

BOX 1989 WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33402-198%
{305) 820-20230
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efhorandum City of West Palm Beach
TO:! Paul Steinbrenner, City Manager - ' "
L ‘\b P
FROAM: James M. Polatty, Director of Planning & Comm. Pev. \) P
SUBJECT: Tri-County Commuter Transit Study --'DﬁTE’;Jﬁpe-Zj 1986
A B o, }f
b ;gli— A

A ’ ey S
e R T
. s -

Regarding your note of May 22, 1986, Dave Thatcher has contacted
the Florida Department of Transportation office in Ft.
Lauderdale. The Department of Transportation has sent a one-page
summary of information on the commuter study which is attached.
For your information the Tri-County study was conducted in 1984-
85 with an Environmental Impact Statement completed in 1985. The
study recommended that the train service operate between the
Hialeah Amtrack station and Boca Raton. Local intersst has
resulted in a revised recommendation that the service be extended
to West Palm Beach on the north end and the nearest Miami
Metrorail station on the south.

The referenced public hearing will only deal with the section of
track Dbetween Boca Raton and Hialeah because Florida Dapartment
of Transportation wants to close out the original study. This is
so that Florida Departwent of Transportation can submit a Loan
application to the Federal Railroad Zdministration to fund that
section. The extensions will be funded as follows: state funds
for capital equipment, track work, etc. and 50% state/50% county
funds for the additicnal operating expenses. The three (3)
counties have agreed to fund their portions - approximately
$150,000 per year.

Sometime this summer Florida Department of Transportation will
complete the study of the extensions and hold another set of
public hearings. One of these will be in our ~rEam

JME/pyb
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Title™"
problem
R BERALD
lholds up
rail deal |
‘FER 9 1988

By FAWN GERMER
Herald Sicff Wrller

State npegotiators have hit a
snag in thelr $300-million-plus
deai 1o buy 67 mlles of track for
a commputer (raln between West
Pzim Beach and Hlalesh: €CSX

Transportation _can't  prove 1T A
"really 0Wh3 the Yracks. 4 Sy P A
“CSX can't show proof thot 3 BN ; : : '
they own the properiv,” said

John_Cross, chicf of the state B
v, "When oui appralss

ers 16 _eypuam—tie

Sroperty, we had rd

isenGlying who owned It

3 aw ;'c§u:§c§ iﬁu we cho

absolute title.” B

The snag has [orced the state
Lo AL o CSX and 98
mirak 10 lcade the {rpcks so lhe ¥

To-Raif commulter Lra(n can SR
runping later {his year.
Meanwhile, CSX 18 hanilag for

documents 1o prove it cwas the
rall corrldor, part ¢f the [ormer

Seaboord Alrline Raitroad that

started Oy in {he First |
:anﬁiﬁgﬁ:ﬂinﬁ FRRIQF
Siorjda Hpe: .S BT—

.. Officiais on LAth Rais f tha
i~ deal are confident enough that
proal will be fourd, however.
they sara contnuing o
negoinate. They plan to make the
deil contingent on prood of Utle.
"I thizk this {5 probasly mors

iy

)

:
!
b
!
&
i
i

Tri-Rall apd DOT olficials gay
tkey alse are close o reaching an
szrecmont with Amtrak to‘opet

te the commuler trzin, whose
planned July 1 stariup €ate was
postponed Jast week by at least
theee months.

5
“I woulé say our chances of
pgreement are very, very pood,”
said Dit} Howard, exccutive di-
rector of the Tr«Rzil project.
*I'm confident we will be oble to
resoive our differences and have §
Amlrak as our operator.”

Amirak negetiators walked
A1 awsy from the tahle lote last
p303¢  year, Irked for twe reasons:
S Ambrax couid be responsidle lor
vp ta SI million |n Insvrance

B3 would not agree 16 a condition In
Amtrai’s curreal contracls that
some employees rezejve up o six
years [n severance pay should
the rai] service be terminated,

"The lasurence desue is basleal-
fy dead, and It was easy lo
resolve,” Cross eafd, “The labor
proteciion issug I8 still uare-
solved.”

Nepotiators are not ot an
Impasse. Amtrek now says the
six-ycar soverance guarantes
with (i3 unton apphes only to
“integ-city rall zerviee,” aot
“commuter service.”

nOT attemeys ere checking
thet out. They zay Amirak's
reasoning mukes gense, bl o
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Sems LLor @ C O LULRUOMRE 10
aegatinte, They plan to make the
deal contingent o4 peoof of ttle,

L think thiz [s probably mare
oI & problem with defialtios and
Interpretation” CSX spokesman
Lindsay Luckle said,

Tri-Rail and DOT ofticlals say
they also are clase to veachlng an
sgreement with Amtrak to oper:
ale Ihe commuter traip, whose
planned July | startup dete svas
postpaned last wesk by ot teast
three months;

"L would say aur thances of
BEreement are very, very good," B
sald Bill Howard, executive di-

recter of the TelsRall project.
“I'm cenlident we will beable to
resolve our dilferences ond have
Amtrak 03 aur operator.”

Amtrak negotiators wailied
away [rem the table jate lost
year, frked for twe ressons:
Asmtrak ould e responsidle for
up 10 $1 million In insuracee
clzims wider an inserance palicy
the state purchased, and the state
would not agyee 1o 2 cenditon In
Amtrak's cutrent contracts that
some employees receive up to six
years In severance pay should
the rail service be terminated.

"The {nsurance Issue §s baslcals
ly dead, and it was easy to
resolve,” Cross safd, “The labor
protection Issue is syl unre-
solved.” '

Negotialors are not &L an
Impasse. Amtrak now says the
six-yedr severance guaranles
with its unlon applies only to
“inter-city .mail service not
“commuiCr service.”

DOT attorneys are checking
that out. They say Amiral’s
reasoning makes sepse, bur a
judge-could intespret the agree-
ment differently and hold the
state liable for the labor protece
ton, '

“Amtrak says I3 daeso't apply
{f aod that we shoaldi't worry,”
Cross sald, "But we still are.
There I¢ some risk exposure with
1thls,” '

Cross said it js unitkely ihe
clause would be Invoked, even §f
It were applicabie. For nn eni.
ployte ta receive the reverance
pay. all Amirak service from
West Palin Beach to Hinlegh
would have 10 be cut ofl. Even |
Tri-Rail fails, Amirek would stil)
B4 Tun trains on the corridor &5 it
does now.

X “The risk doesn't seemn as
[ treat &5 it did before, but it s
el still liere, 1t's now a business
(o deeision and a fegal question that

[ may take leglstalion to resolya,”

ho said,

re
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€SX.

HIAMI BIRALD
! RAIL/from 1PB
roperty owners along the way.
Sul ridership might stffer because
the roule includes exlensive rural
Iand.

te Orlondo and Interstate 4 {rom
there to Tampa, which traverses
more densely populated areas that
might vield more riders. The state
owns much of the right-ol-way,
but the route would £1ill require
same expensive Jand purchases.
*The CSX route [s the ¢heapest
and easiest way to go,” said Sam
Tebuchi, director of Japanese Rail-

ways, which has develgped a-

system that il wants lo use in

Florida in which the traia is

suspended above its tracks by

magnelism. .

“Jut we can't run a 160- 1o
" 180-mph train fof that design}
along that route,”” Tavuchi said.
“Jt hes 100 Many curves.”

A spokesman for TGV Co.
which built the Paris-to-Lyon bul-
let train znd iz viewed as the third
serious contender, agreed.

“There are really oaly (wo

Drand, vice president of TGV's
U.S. operstions. “You either use
the assembled right-of-way (rom
€SX or vou run north and soutk
olong the turnpilte
Florida High Speed Rall has a
t0am of &0 consullants, marketing
speclalists, lawyers, engineers and
olhers working to presant o full-
.3cale deselopment plan next year.
One of the partrers, AmeriFirst
Developmenl. is. torgeling arcas
SY1hal can bo developed 2 residens
51 (t2) or commercial property. 1t has
grjhired Trensportation Technolo-
glet a Virginiz-based consulting

rights pursued
for high-speed train

@ The corridor alony Florida's
Turnpike from West Palm Beach.

R}

‘tamllics’ of routes,” sald Nick-

‘frm, to plan ard tulld the high
speed line,

Bombardier, another pariner in
that group, would build the trans-

portation systemts ~- perhaps jit- -

REYS oF Sirestears ~- linking those
dzvelopments and the buillel train,
“We're approaching this as a
“tota] business opportunity,” sald
Redding Stcvenson, fenior viee
* president of AmeriFiest. “"We have
pullcd a ot af peopie from
¢lrferent disciplines into this.”
TGV officlals have sigred on
finoncial advisers, land develops
ment planners, envirenmenial ex-
perts and rajl consullants to help
+ their effory, but say they sre mare

interested in Nullding a rall Jins.

than ceveloptn]: Jraperiy,
"We ate not & real-estats deatin
search of a technology,” Drand
- said, “We're interested [p a rall
project.”

Firm puts
rail talks
in motion
CSX rights sought
for bullet train

By MARK ﬁm{-rg 1987

Hemid Stft Weiser HIAM urgup i
. A consortiom thet wants to duild a multi-bl-
lion-dollar “bullet train” from Miam; through
Central Flarida is nzgaliating with €SX Transpor- §
tation 10 use its sightval-way from-wesi—Palm™

“~Beach=tes Orlando and Tampa, 2 consortiom B
spokesman said.

Three companies are thought o have seripus
interest in building the high-speed traia, which
state pIinnpm expert will cost $2 billion 1o 35
biillon and is scheduled to start operating in 1995.
Litde has begn sald about what roule the tmin
‘might take, - D
‘ =§okesmen for the {hrae leading fitms sald
this week that only two rautes now appear feasible
= ont along the CSX corridor, the other along
Forida's Turnpike and Interstale 4.

One of the three firms, the Florido High Speed
Ratl Corp.. has begur negotiations with CSX for
permission to build a new sel of tracks along its.
vighteof-way, aceording to Elllaiz Barnett. the
Broward lasyer representing that graup,

“We arc now meeting with CSX 1o talk about @
teacliziie si3nis agietment fronl West Peim Beach
to Orlando and Tampa," said Barpsil, who
toepresents 3 consertium consisting of AmeriFirst
Development, the Canadian firm Bombardler and a
Swedish mil company called ASEA Group. “We
wanlt te use tieir corridor for a dedicated track.”

Bollet tralns have existed in Japhn since 1964
nnd are used in Europe and Canada, Florida wants
to become the first state fn the nation with a
high-spe=d train, which would run at spesds of 160
ta 180 miles ag hour. Gov. Boh Martinez and his
p':edecesmr. Bob Graham, bath have supported the

- plam, .

A slate commissicn has zet a March 1988
deadline for proposals from inieresied compaties,
and plans (o award a franchise te one of thex ip
1681, Charlie Sméth, the commistion's execotive
direclor, 5aid he expecls proposals from (hree
companles; Darnett’s growp. TGV Co. of France and
Japanese Railways.

The routs has been the subject of specularien.
but ezrlfer this year Lhe state narrowed the epiiaas
considerably when it anacunced pians to buy the
CSX rracks between Miami anc West Palm Brach
for use by ¢he high-specd train and 3 slower
coramuter train,

Most observers expest that

&
!

|3
the twlif frein g
Itself, 10 he financed privately, won’ makea prelit, 3
The would-he franchisers expact (o make 200f7 (bf
fram development projects in conjuncion w38 fffy
fandowners along the rail route, i ;
The lrain is expecled to havp fix (0 I3
stops.(nly two routts now mghke sensl pEXTS
and company spokesmen say: }
o The CSX right-of-way, which = %
West Palm Heach to Aubuendale and splt e Ly
cominue northeast to Qriznda and sogires Tf Fog .

Tampa. Planners say (hiz option )2 lesregpeey it Fatats

breavse 1he franchite holder need only {Rakei ﬁ:e
with CSX rathes than by sd from F i T

- R

ks

”
Lzt
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By GREG SCHWEM
’ Palm Beach Fest Sialf Wiiter
: The Florita Department of
Transportation has agreed Lo pay
at Jeast $250 million for 80 miles of
. rracks for (he Tri-County commut-
’ er raitroad, a purchase one official
said ¢ould “chonge the approach tlpj
wansporiation in Southcast Flork
da”

Under an agrecmenl reached
fast week, DOT swould huy fhe
tracks betweon West Palm Beach

and Miami. lromw
Jian for Lelween 250 mul T

PR

§275 million, Bill Miller, DOT dep- .
uly assislant secretary for opera-
tions, sald Thursday,

The: purchase stlil must hs ap- |
proved by the state Legistature, ;
Farther, stale and CSX negotiators °
must agree on how the state, will *
pay [or the tracks,

“X think that's a sereaming bar- |
“¢  gain,” Palm Deach County Com- |
missioner Ken Adams sald, “ThisIs :
a priceless resouree we will have.”

Las{ month, in 2 move ie keep
the commuter rail on schedule,
DOT apgreed to lease the tracihs

of $670,000.

! ment, but it’s

N
.

O

.

#3577 1987

OT 1o buy 80 1

RAIL/ftom 1A

{em, with pa
over eight to 10 years.

if the state and CSX fail {o reach
an agreement, the DOT still can
Jall back on the lease acrangement,
he sald,

Chrls Moote,
‘the state QFHCC of Budget and
Planning 1 Tallahassee, said the
payment plan will be reviewed by

kesman {or

ents spread oot

Gov, Bob Martiner’s office. The
plan must not interfere wih other
DOT projecls, she sald,

“We stilt need 0
selves that-thisss a viable project
apd =¥ can finance it,” she said.

DOT still intends to hire various
partties, partlcularly C8X end Am-
trak, for track maintenance and
operation, Miller sald, The agree-
menl also gives C8X exclosive

rights to operate freight service in,

Owning the {racks means tle
commuier rail service could le
around for moce than five years,
Miller said. It is scheduled {o begin
operaling in July 1988,

“T'mnot sPeaking for the depajt-

my personal
that it cartainly enhances the longe

opiniu

niiﬂeg“(“)f 1'35@?3}7

the corridor tliatds
with wicr

~-spokesman Lindsey
15Ty - our- -

RAroward Cobnty
Ed Kennedy, <hairs
County Commuter
lion, sald buying the
mean an expinsion
service. The commy
scheduled to 135 D]
Friday duriny mon
ning rush hous.

1 I F T " C
g . .
thonfor Tri- ounty
from CSX for $10 millicn over five
yeers. The agreement called fr
ihe state ta make $6 million i
track finprovemenls, pay an addi-

{ional §700,000 for use of slatlois
and an averape yearly track rental

haul eperation of Tri-County,” he
said.

long-haul, medium-speed train 3
similar lo Amirak, a high-speed . Inlerstate 95 between Dade and &
rall system and several frelghf op-
eratisnsin adaition to the commut-
er train, Miller said, The vaclous
trains eould move more than £ mik-
Tion peaple a day, he said.

dor, {{ becomes the primary spine
of transportation aclivity in South-
east Flerida for the next 50 years,"
he said. “It will eause everyone lo |

]
Ira
think altagether difieren(,” .

Officials hope the commuler

railroad will ease traffic jams dur-
ing the five-year reeonstruction of

DOT eventuatly could operale a

Palm Boach countles. The $412
million project calls for widening I
95 from six Lo 19 lapes ig some
stretehes and to 12 lanes in others.
. CSX and DOT now are negotfat-
ing hew e corrider will be paid
for, Miller said DO hapes Lo nego-
tizle a “lime-frame” paymeat sys-

Piease see RAIL/ICA

"I we ¢nd up owning this corrl-

L J—

o5 not conflict -
ervice, CSX.
LLeckie said.

Commissionar  E
an of the Tri--

all Organiza-
rorridar could
of carnmuter
er rallroad is -
mday through

ing and eve-.




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICE
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4200 NEW JERSEY AVE SE
WASHINGTON DC 20590




LS Departmeni 1200 New Jersey Avenue, Sk
of Transperiation N(N i g}zmg Washingion, D.C. 20550

Federal Highway
Administration

In Reply Refer To: HCR-40
DOT #2011-0041

This is in reference to your complaint of discrimination against the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) alleging violations of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The
FDOT forwarded you complaint to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on

October 21, 2010, for appropriate action. In your complaint, you allege that the FDOT did not
provide notice of public hearings for the Tri-County Commuter Rail Service project and that you
were not properly compensated for your property.

After reviewing the information provided, the FHWA has determined that the project you
reference is within the jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). Therefore,
your complaint has been referred to the FRA for processing at the address below:

Mr. Calvin Gibson

Director, Office of Civil Rights
Federal Railroad Administration
Room W31-302

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
202-493-6010

If you have any questions regarding this referral, please contact me at 202-366-1583.

Sincerely yours,

Btesd, I hmetony

Brenda F. Armstead
Director, Investigations and Adjudications

cc: Mr. Arthur E. Wright, Manager, Equal Opportunity Office, FDOT, 605 Suwannee Street,
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450






